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Our

VISION
To become a world-class corporate
foundation committed to the wellbeing of
individuals and communities.

Our

MISSION
We support GraceKennedy as a corporate
citizen by creating environmentally
sustainable programmes, promoting healthy
lifestyles and increasing access to education.
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Yasmin Benjamin and Tanaka
Roberts of ICD Group, stand
alongside painters Richie and
Ricky White at the new mural
at the corner of South Camp
Road and Harbour Street in
downtown Kingston.
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Our

PRINCIPLES
Equity / Voluntarism / Empowerment /
Contributing to national development

Our

VALUES
Mural painter Fabian White and
Charl Baker, lead artist, alongside
Caroline Mahfood, CEO of GK
Foundation at the mural.
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My word is my bond / The promise that is
kept / Ethics and integrity/ Respect and
consideration / Commitment /Openness
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Charl Baker and her team put the finishing touches on a new mural at the corner of South Camp Road and Harbour Street in downtown Kingston. GraceKennedy Foundation, in
partnership with the ICD Group of Companies and Kingston Creative, commissioned her to paint the mural to beautify the area and raise awareness about the negative impact of
pollution on the Kingston Harbour.
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Message from

T H E G R AC E K E N N E DY C H A I R M A N ,

PROFESSOR GORDON SHIRLEY
GraceKennedy can be justifiably proud of the
professionalism and commitment with which the
GraceKennedy Foundation (GKF) has guided its
philanthropic efforts for just short of four decades. The
GKF has brought insight and an acute sense of social
responsibility in both executing its role, as well as
guiding its parent company towards the most judicious
paths to achieve its goal of demonstrating in a tangible
and practical manner its “We Care” philosophy.
My message will focus on the impact of the Foundation’s
programme of environmental stewardship. This is a task
which grows in significance every year, as we struggle
to build Jamaica’s resilience against the effects of
climate change and ravages to our environment,
brought about by natural events and human actions.
I commend and support the work of the James S. MossSolomon Sr. Chair in Environment, which will celebrate
30 years of service in environmental stewardship in
2022. The incumbent, Professor Mona Webber, has
expertly steered the programme which is aligned to
the United Nation’s sustainable development goals 14
& 15:“Life below water” and “Life on land”; as well as
Jamaica’s Vision 2030 Goal #4:“Jamaica has a healthy
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natural environment.” Consequently, much of the work
during the period under review has been focused on
the rehabilitation and protection of various aspects of
coastal and marine life, including mangrove restoration.
In addition to the outstanding efforts of the Chair
in Environment, the Foundation has taken on the
mammoth and ambitious task of reducing solid waste
in the Kingston Harbour and rehabilitating significant
portions of the mangroves surrounding it. The
pollution of the harbour has grown steadily over the
past five decades and is now extremely severe. It is
estimated that some 20 million gallons of untreated
or poorly treated sewage is released into the waters
of the harbour daily. The Foundation is partnering
with the Mona Geoinformatics Institute; the Centre for
Marine Sciences, UWI, Mona; and Newer Worlds Ltd.
on an initiative that has been awarded a US$990,000
grant to execute a three-year pilot project, financed
by the Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) Facility
and is a Caribbean Bio-Diversity Fund (CBF) project.
We look forward to the results of this project and the
improvement of the Kingston Harbour and its environs.
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I note that the Foundation has already initiated efforts
to clean up the Kingston Harbour by assisting The
Ocean Cleanup, an international non-profit, with their
baseline study on the amount of plastic and garbage
entering the harbour at Hunt’s Bay, Kingston.
As a small island developing state, Jamaica’s
vulnerability to global and regional threats requires
meticulous management of our environment and the
activities which impact it. The value of the Foundation’s
work in this regard cannot be overstated.
We thank Dr. Fred Kennedy for his astute leadership
of the board of the GKF, the members of the board
who give so generously of their time and Mrs. Caroline
Mahfood and her team, who continue to execute the
Foundation’s programmes with professionalism and
care.
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Mangroves
located in
the Kingston
Harbour
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Message from
DON WEHBY

Four decades ago, GraceKennedy’s then Chair and
CEO, the Hon. Carlton Alexander, recognized the need
for educational advancement at a time when there
was a crisis facing our nation. He declared “What
is good for Jamaica is good for GraceKennedy”,
determining that one of the best ways our Company
could contribute to national development was through
establishing a scholarship tenable at the University of
the West Indies (UWI). In 1980, GraceKennedy offered
its first scholarship valued at J$5,000 to one worthy
UWI student. Forty-one years later, the GraceKennedy
Foundation has stayed true to Mr. Alexander’s vision,
having invested over J$400 million in the educational
advancement of thousands of secondary and tertiary
students throughout its history.

T H E G R AC E K E N N E DY G R O U P C E O,

initiative by GKF will have immeasurable benefits not
only for Jamaican academia, but also for our country.
The new Fund will support the work of multiple UWI
researchers, whose projects contribute to national
development. I am also encouraged by GKF’s recent
announcement of another new partnership with UWI,
which will provide digital upskilling for young Caribbean
nationals. In this new Digital Era, it is critical that we
take steps to bridge the digital divide, and one way to
do this is by equipping our youth with the skills they
will need for the jobs of the future. I am proud that
GKF is taking the lead in this regard.

Even with the challenges created by the COVID-19
pandemic, the Foundation continues to expand its
reach to positively impact the lives of more and more
GKF’s invaluable support of education in Jamaica young Jamaicans each year. A good example of this
over many years has changed the lives of hundreds of is the GKF Campus Connect Food Bank, which has
families, and has contributed to the advancement of become a lifeline for many university students in
law, medicine, science, business, and many other fields Jamaica. Since its launch in April 2019, the GKF Food
of development in Jamaica.
Bank has provided food packages valued at over J$8
million for hundreds of students, with J$5.6 million of
This year’s launch of the Carlton S. Alexander Research that support being provided since the outbreak of the
Fund further builds on our Company’s investment in pandemic.
educational advancement in Jamaica. This brand-new
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This is just a fraction of the truly outstanding work being
pursued by GKF, which also implements programmes
promoting healthy lifestyles and the protection of the
environment.
Although the GKF’s annual Birthright Programme was
not possible in 2021 due to the pandemic, I am looking
forward to seeing it return in 2022, just in time for
GraceKennedy’s 100th anniversary celebrations. GKF,
and the Birthright Programme, will undoubtably play
a pivotal role in GK100, as we mark this monumental
milestone in our Company’s history by continuing to
give back in a big way to our communities, and to our
country.
My heartfelt congratulations to the Chairman of GKF,
Dr. Fred Kennedy, the Foundation’s Board of Directors,
Chief Executive Officer, Mrs. Caroline Mahfood and the
entire GKF team on yet another year of remarkable
performance.

Yasheka Stevens, GK Scholar, volunteering at the GK Campus
Connect Food Bank
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Message from

THE GKF CHAIRMAN,

DR. FRED KENNEDY
The COVID-19 pandemic has persisted into 2021 with its
associated challenges. Nevertheless, the GraceKennedy
Foundation has expertly and seamlessly executed its
portfolio of projects.
Education
The scholarship and bursary programmes continue to
reward the efforts of students who demonstrate hard
work and discipline in pursuing their academic careers
and reveal community spirit and leadership skills. The
Foundation expended over $22 million in providing
awards at the tertiary and secondary levels to over 90
students. Another $4.4 million was targeted at grants
benefitting early childhood education projects.
With the resignation of Professor Ian Boxill, the
most recent holder of the Carlton Alexander Chair in
Management Studies at the University of the West
Indies, Mona, the Foundation made the decision to
reallocate the funds to create the Carlton Alexander
Research Grant to provide funding of $5 Million for
research projects at the UWI, Mona.
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The response to our 2021 lecture was overwhelming.
The presentation, “Jamaica’s Tangible and Intangible
Heritage: So Much to Tell” by Vivian Crawford, Executive
Director of the Institute of Jamaica (IOJ), highlighted
different aspects of Jamaica’s heritage. He introduced
some of the treasures stored at the IOJ, including
reproductions of Taino artefacts (the originals of
which are in the British Museum), historic documents
and natural history fauna and floral.
We commend James Moss-Solomon for continuing
to serve as the Executive-in-Residence at the Mona
School of Business and Management (MSBM). This
role allows him to guide and mentor students in the
MBA programmes, as well as to support the MSBM in
developing fora on topics of national import.
We missed the enthusiasm of the usual cadre of
Birthright participants, as the programme had to be
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and hope
we will be able to welcome them back to Jamaica and
GraceKennedy very soon.
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Environmental Governance

Promoting environmental stewardship among GK’s
staff is critical to the Foundation’s mandate. For the
Several decades ago, our chairman, Carlton Alexander, period, over 17,000 lbs of plastic was collected. Since
stated “What is good for Jamaica is good for 2014, over 87,000 lbs of plastics have been collected
GraceKennedy.” The protection and conservation of from the subsidiaries.
our biodiversity to ensure the continued productivity
of our waters and our land which, in turn, protects the The GK Campus Connect Food Bank continues its
livelihood of all Jamaicans is, indeed, good for Jamaica mission to alleviate hunger among university students
and for GraceKennedy.
and has been providing monthly food packages to
students attending University of the West Indies,
We are proud of the outstanding work that Professor Mona University of Technology and Edna Manley College of
Webber, Chair of the James Moss-Solomon Sr . Chair in the Visual and Performing Arts. I must acknowledge
Environmental Management at the UWI, and her team the dedication of the recently installed Food Bank
have been doing to ensure that our efforts are aligned Committee, comprised of GraceKennedy staff across
with both international and national protocols. Much of the group who have been working assiduously to raise
the work over the past year focused on rehabilitation donations. I thank them for their support.
and protection of various aspects of the coastal and
marine life, including mangrove restoration. These I must thank the Foundation’s directors for their
initiatives were aimed at increasing the island’s invaluable leadership and guidance. The work on the
resilience to natural disasters and the impact of climate ground is passionately and meticulously executed by
change.
our CEO Mrs. Caroline Mahfood and her industrious
team. The support of our parent company underpins
The Foundation also continues its work as a partner our success and I extend our gratitude to Chairman
in a Caribbean Bio-Diversity Fund (CBF) pilot project, Professor Gordon Shirley and CEO Don Wehby. I am
which has been made possible through the funding honoured to chair the Foundation as we endeavour to
from the Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) Facility, fulfil our commitments to GraceKennedy and the wider
provided by the German Federal Ministry for the Jamaica.
Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety
(BMU) International Climate Initiative, through KfW, the
German Development Bank. In spite of the pandemic,
the project is progressing well.
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GRACEKENNEDY
FOUNDATION
D I R E C T O R S A S A T J U LY 2 0 2 1

Fred
Kennedy

James
Moss-Solomon

Hilary
Wehby

Allison
Rangolan

Radcliffe
Daley

Terry-Ann
Graver

Philip
Alexander

Carol
Gentles

Julie
Meeks-Gardner

Chariman
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Deidre
Cousins

Chaluk
Richards

Cathrine
Kennedy

Caroline
Mahfood

Chief Executive Officer
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SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAMME
H AV I N G A P O S I T I V E I M PA C T O N T H E L I V E S O F Y O U N G
The Foundation invested over $21 million in
scholarships to students attending the University of
the West Indies, the University of Technology, The
Edna Manley College of Visual and Performing Arts
and the Caribbean Maritime University. GKF has been
awarding scholarships to Jamaican students for almost
40 years, with more than J$100 million invested
over the last six years.

Davian Harriott,
GK Jamaica Winner

JAMAICANS

Alanis Blake,
UTech Winner

Kai Cole,
EMC Winner

Jonnoy Hewitt,
Carlton Alexander
Winner

Ricardo Ricketts,
Bruce Rickards
Winner

Andrew Mullings,
Bruce Rickards
Winner

Janai Shelton,
Douglas Orane
Winner

Mark Hemans,
GK Jamaica Merit

Neshkafay Johnson,
Utech Merit

Irkah Wilson,
EMC Merit

Malik Brown,
Carlton Alexander
Merit

Latonya Clayton,
Rafael Diaz Winner

Daniel Whyte,
CMU WInner

Keano Clarke,
JIEE WInner

Kadeen Grant,
GK Jamica Merit

Tariq Gayle,
GK Jamaica Merit

Maquida Barrett,
EMC Merit

Toni-Ann Gray,
Utech Merit

Vhonnel Williams,
UTech Merit

HEAR FROM OUR SCHOLARS
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S.
CARLTON
ALEXANDER
MEMORIAL BURSARIES
The S. Carlton Alexander Bursaries are awarded each
year to children of GK Team Members attending
secondary and tertiary institutions. GKF awarded J$1.5
million in bursaries to twenty students. The bursaries
are renewed annually once recipients maintain a high
academic performance.
In his address to awardees, GK Group CEO, Senator
Don Wehby, encouraged the bursary recipients to stay
focused, work hard, and think of creative ways to serve
others. “Always seek to improve your performance and
succeed in all that you do while remaining humble.
Humility keeps us focused on the things that are most
important in life, like helping others, and it encourages
us to continue learning,” he said.

Ayanna
Pitterson

Tariq
Haye

Lori-Ann
Atkinstall

Jo-Anna
Martinez

Brianna
Anderson

Johnathan
Thomson

Tobi
Burnett

Ramira
Nelson

Jaden
Shaw

Gabrielle
Findlay

Chenelle
Williams

Gabrielle
Thomas

Petajhay
Shelly

Corone
Morris

Jazeyah
Richards

Khalil
Walker

Meckeda
Dickenson

Drewmaine
Gordon

Jadon
Shelton

Sabrina
Montaque

Dorian
Castro

Wehby also made special mention of Kahlil Walker, a
2020 tertiary level bursary recipient who is heading
to Yale University in the new school year to pursue a
degree in molecular bio-physics and bio-chemistry.

2021 Carlton Alexander Memorial Bursary Recipients.
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GK CAMPUS CONNECT
Established in October 2019, the GK Campus Connect
programme has provided GKF scholarship recipients
with the opportunity to gain exposure to companies
across the GraceKennedy Group.
GraceKennedy subsidiaries have been keen on
building relationships with our scholars. There is now
a talent grid, where scholars can upload their resumes
to be considered for employment and internship
opportunities. To date 9 scholars have been selected
to work in companies across the Group.
Since December 2020, the scholars have been
utilizing their voluntary hours to provide tutoring
and homework support to students who attend the
Grace and Staff Community Development Foundation
Homework Centres and for children of GraceKennedy
staff. Dubbed the ‘Ace with Grace’ programme, the
scholars have completed 188 hours for the 2020/21
academic year.

WATCH HERE
to learn more about the Ace with Grace programme
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In 2020, the COVID-19 Pandemic moved university
classes online, and it became more urgent for students
to have the right tools for online school. In February
2021, the Foundation presented laptops valued at over
J$1 million to seven GK Scholars.

WATCH HERE
to see the laptop handover

3076
number of voluntary
hours required

3460.75

number of voluntary
hours completed
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GraceKennedy scholars spent time handing out
packages to persons residing in Down Town
Kingston as part of the PSOJ Covid-19 Relief Fund
activities.
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GK FOUNDATION LECTURE
The 2021 lecture delivered on its promise to share
the rich and diverse heritage of our island nation.
Presented by Vivian Crawford, Executive Director of
the Institute of Jamaica (IOJ), it was streamed live via
Zoom and YouTube and attracted an audience of over
700 online participants from Jamaica and overseas
including the United States of America, Canada, the
United Kingdom, Spain, the Turks and Caicos Islands,
Barbados, the US and British Virgin Islands, Trinidad
and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda, Suriname, Georgia,
and Namibia. To date there have been over 1700 views
on YouTube.
In his presentation entitled “Jamaica - Tangible and
Intangible Heritage: So Much to Tell”, Mr. Crawford
highlighted the treasures stored at the IOJ, including
reproductions of Taino artefacts (the originals of which
are in the British Museum), historic documents and
remnants of Jamaica’s natural history. Mr. Crawford
relayed compelling stories about Jamaica’s heritage,
which were illustrated with vibrant images of the
island’s historical sites and culture.

WATCH the lecture HERE
DOWNLOAD the lecture book HERE
Annual Report 2020 - 2021

Maxine McDonnough, Public Relations Consultant, discusses Jamaica’s tangible and intangible heritage
with Vivian Crawford, Executive Director of Institute of Jamaica, and the 2021 GraceKennedy lecturer.

18

GK
CAMPUS
CONNECT
FOOD
BANK
F O R G I N G PA R T N E R S H I P S TO C H A N G E L I V E S
As a part of GraceKennedy’s efforts to support
students in a multifaceted way at the tertiary level,
the GraceKennedy Foundation opened the GK Campus
Connect Food Bank to assist students attending The
University of the West Indies (UWI), the University of
Technology (UTech), and the Edna Manley College for
the Visual and Performing Arts (EMC). Grace Foods
and its subsidiaries contributed goods valued at over
$5.8 million for the financial year. Over 700 packages
were issued to students for the period. The Food Bank
also donated food items to 16 NGOs. With the support
of Grace Foods, the Food Bank also assisted students
quarantined because of a Covid-19 outbreak at The
UWI, Mona campus, with Hi-Lo vouchers, water and
supplies to prepare cooked meals.
Congratulations to the Group CEO, Senator Don Wehby,
and GKF’s CEO Caroline Mahfood, on being elected as
Honorary Life Members of the UWI, Mona Guild. The
UWI Guild commended GKF’s CEO for lending swift
assistance to the residential students who were in
quarantine and using her role as Chair of the Jamaica
Network of Corporate Foundations, to garner support
from other foundations.
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GKF would like to thank Professor Colin Gyles, President
of the University of Technology, Jamaica, and Mrs.
Pauline Madourie, Scholarships Officer, UTech, for the
support received over the past year – the provision of
a room, shelving and other items to house the food
bank.
As part of the Foundation’s support for the Covid-19
vaccination push, a grant of J$1 million was given to
the PSOJ/ Ministry of Health and Wellness, along with
150 cases of coconut water.
In April 2021, the Foundation partnered with several
companies across the GK Group to raise J$14 million
to support the relief efforts in St. Vincent, following
several massive eruptions of the island’s La Soufrière
volcano.
A committee was formed to develop partnerships with
external entities. Thank you to Victoria Mutual Building
Society and Polypet Jamaica, who contributed over
$120,000 and $160,000, respectively, towards the
preparation of grocery packages. The committee has
raised over $1.3 million in cash donations from private
donors and partners.

Hear from our FOOD BANK BENEFICIARIES
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JAMES
S
MOSS-SOLOMON
SR.
CHAIR
IN ENVIRONMENT
The holder of the GraceKennedy Foundation funded
James S. Moss-Solomon Sr. Chair (JMS) in Environment,
Prof. Mona Webber, contributed to the sustainable
development of Jamaica through research, student
development and outreach. The Chair’s efforts are
in keeping with the United Nation’s sustainable
development goals 14 & 15:“Life below water” and “Life
on land”; as well as Jamaica’s Vision 2030 Goal #4:
“Jamaica has a healthy natural environment.” Much of
her work focused on the rehabilitation and protection
of various aspects of coastal and marine life, including
mangrove restoration. These initiatives were aimed at
increasing the island’s resilience to natural disasters
and the impact of climate change.

CLICK HERE to view the work of the JMS Chair
Prof Mona Webber collecting sargassum.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP
PA R T N E R S H I P S I N AC T I O N S
In keeping with its mandate to raise awareness of
the importance of environmental protection, the
Foundation partnered with the ICD Group, The
Multicare Youth Foundation and Kingston Creative
to create a mural with an environmental theme in
downtown Kingston. Located on a wall bordering
the Barnes Gully, at the corner of South Camp Road
and Harbour Street, the mural was conceptualized
by Jamaican artist Charl Baker, who painted it with
assistance from Rae Town resident, Fabian White and
his twin sons, Ricky and Richie. This is the first mural
on the walls of a gully in downtown Kingston and draws
attention to one of the main ways the Kingston Harbour
is being destroyed – the improper disposal of waste
in gullies. The mural reminds us of the importance of
protecting ‘Mother Earth’ for future generations, and
one way we can do this is keeping gullies clean by
disposing of our garbage properly.

encouraged to separate their plastics at source and
bring them to work to be recycled. For the period,
over 17,000 lbs of plastic was collected. Since 2014,
over 87,000 lbs of plastics have been collected from
the subsidiaries.

LEARN MORE about the EbA project

The Foundation is part of a consortium that was
awarded a three year grant valued at US$990,000.
The project’s goals are to rehabilitate much of the
mangroves surrounding the Kingston Harbour, reduce
solid waste entering the Harbour from Barnes Gully
(pilot project), and educate and train students and
community members; as part of the Foundation’s
deliverables, which focus on changing the behaviour
of the communities surrounding the gully to reduce
land-based pollution entering the gully.

This project is financed as a Caribbean Bio-Diversity
Fund (CBF) project, made possible through the
funding of the Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)
HEAR FROM THE PARTNERS
Facility, provided by the German Federal Ministry for
The Recycling Programme, introduced to the the Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear
GraceKennedy Group in 2014, continues to engage Safety (BMU) International Climate Initiative, through
the interest and commitment of the staff who are KfW, the German Development Bank.
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Mother Earth Mural on South Camp Road.
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GRANTS
AWARDED
FOR 2020-21
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FINANCIALS
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GK Scholar assisting at the GK Campus Connect Food Bank
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